Instructions for Cleaning Elrod Plunger Well
_____Mold Housing and Sealing Valve_____

To maintain and efficient strip casting machine, it is essential that the crucible plunger, well, sealing valve and mold chamber be kept as clean as possible from foreign deposits.  The grayish black substance which forms on these parts is caused by oxidation of typemetal.  This deposit can be easily removed by the use of Ludlow Lubriclean Fluid (A945),  To obtain the best results, clean the crucible at least twice a week in the following manner.
PLUNGER AND WELL
1 Seal a mold in the crucible mold chamber to prevent metal from running out.
2 Remove plunger from well (with a large pair of pliers), and wipe off loose metal and dross.
3 Apply Lubriclean fluid to plunger with asbestos swab ( 964A) covering the entire outer surface.
4 Open sealing valve, replace plunger in well, and work up and down ten to fifteen times.
5 Leave plunger in well approximately three minutes.
6 Remove plunger from well and brush outer surface with wire brush (No. 943).
7 If the plunger has not been given any attention for some time it may need a second treatment.  Repeat the foregoing.
8 After cleaning the plunger, apply a thin coat of Lubriclean to the outer surface and replace it in the well.
SEALING VALVE
1 Seal a mold in the crucible mold chamber to prevent metal from running out.
2 Remove sealing valve stem and wipe off loose metal and dross.
3 Apply Lubriclean with the asbestos swab, covering the entire surface of the valve stem.
4 Replace valve stem in valve body and rotate in an up and down motion, then leave in place about three minutes.
5 Remove valve stem and brush with wire brush and wipe clean.  Apply a thin coating of Lubriclean and replace in valve body.
6 If the sealing valve has not been given any attention for some time, it is advisable to follow up with another treatment.
MOLD HOUSING
1 Shut off sealing valve and lower the plunger to the bottom of the well to stop metal from flowing in to the mold housing.
2 Remove the diffusion tube.
3 Apply Lubriclean to inside of mold housing through hole from which diffusion tube has been removed and thoroughly swab the inside walls.
4 Turn on sealing heaters until metal in indicator on top of the mold housing is melted.
5 Shut off heaters and scrape inside of mold housing with scraper (AEC1715B).
Ludlow Lubriclean Fluid is not only applicable for cleaning, but is also recommended for lubricating machine parts subjected to heat such as the plunger lever fulcrum, plunger lever yoke pin and the plunger lever safety pin.  To prevent excessive wear on these parts, we advise lubricating them daily.
ELROD CRUCIBLE CLEANING OUTFIT (AEC-1015)
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A-945 – 1 qt.
AEC-1715B
943
946A
961B
FI-82

Can Lubriclean Fluid
Mold Housing Scraper
Wire Brush
Asbestos Swab
Wood Case
Instructions

