
National Corvette Museum 
Bowling Green, Kentucky

NCM Article
At the 2021 Michelin NCM Bash, a key handoff ceremony was held for Jack and Dor 
DeLong who graciously donated their third Corvette to the National Corvette Museum. 
Previously, these devoted NCM supporters donated two C4s that are already in the 
Museum’s collection. The new donation is a 1998 C5 Corvette that is a wonderful 
addition. This car has a connection to Dale Earnhardt and has a very touching back story. 
With it being the 20th anniversary of Dale Earnhardt’s passing in February, the timing of 
this donation was very fitting. At the ceremony, Director of Collections/Curator, Derek E. 
Moore shares that “it is a very significant moment in time to remember Dale and what 
Jack and Dor have done to this car to honor Dale’s memory.”
When the C5 Corvette came out, Jack just “had to have one.” The DeLongs ordered their 
1998 C5 Corvette in September of 1997 and it was in their possession by November 
1997. They have been the only owners of the cars since then. In 1999, the DeLongs 
attended the National Corvette Museum’s fifth-anniversary celebration. Jack shared that 
attending this event “opened their eyes to what the museum could be for them.” The 
DeLongs woke up early just to make sure that they could be the second car in line behind 
Dave Mclellan, to finish the trek to Bowling Green during the Caravan.
In 2003, the National Corvette Museum chose 100 Corvettes to participate in a tribute for 
Dale Earnhardt event in North Carolina where they visited Earnhardt’s facility. Jack was 
a big Earnhardt fan and was also present for his passing, so he submitted their 1998 C5 
and it was chosen as the 23rd car for the tribute. After the car was chosen, Jack felt like 
he had to do something special. She had an airbrush artist paint under the 1998 Corvette’s 
hood to further honor the memory of Earnhardt. Jack shared that it was a “wonderful 
memory” to have so many people from Earnhardt’s facility come out and look at the 
tribute art on their Corvette. As the opportunities would arise, Jack collected signatures 
on their C5. The car has 24 legible signatures that are all from the “who’s who” of 
Corvette.
The DeLong’s have owned their 1998 C5 Corvette for a little over twenty-three years and 
it has been a very significant car in their lives. Through owning this car and participating 
in Museum events, the DeLongs have formed wonderful friendships with people across 
the country and relationships with car clubs. Of all the cars Jack DeLong has owned, this 
1998 is his favorite and will “always be his baby.” They hope that the donation of this 
special Corvette reveals how much the Museum and Corvette truly mean to them. The 
DeLong’s feel that the National Corvette Museum is the perfect home for their cherished 
’98.
Donald Mason



Message from the 
Secretary 

I hope you enjoy the June Newsletter.  I am always looking for 
suggestions to improve.  I am asking for your help by sending me 
stories and events you think the club might enjoy. 
I am still looking for stories and pictures about your First Corvette and 
any trips you have taken.  We had a great month of May in the club and 
we are looking forward to June. 

Happy Motoring 
Carole Smith 

What have you been doing?  Please send me a paragraph and some pictures. 

It does not have to be car related 

We would love to see your adventures.  Please send them to smith-ca@comcast.net 

mailto:smith-ca@comcast.net


Charity 
Raffle

Amish Quilt 
From 

Lancaster, PA

This is an authentic Appliqued Amish Quilt from Lancaster County, PA.  
The quilt was hand sewn by Amish women who spend hours creating 
beautiful quilts. Each appliqué was hand sewn to create this pattern. 
This a queen size quilt measuring 105 inches by 94 inches 
It is made of 100% cotton and can be machine washed and dried. I 
bought this particular quilt in Gordenville, PA which is in Lancaster, 
County.  It is worth over $800.00.  Raffle tickets are $25 and ALL 
proceeds go to our Charity Fund. 
Send checks to Cindy Mason, 6 Grey Birch Rd, East Sandwich, MA 
Drawing will be at the July meeting.  Deadline July 14, 2021



Trivia Answers 

1. It was introduced late in the1953 model year 

2. Despite plans to the contrary, no 1983 Corvettes were 
ever released.  Before the decision was made to skip
this model year, 43 were produced.  Forty-two were  
crashed in crashed tests or crushed.  A single 1983 
corvette was saved and is on display at The Corvette 
Museum. 

3. Flint Michigan 

4. 1973.  Corvettes from this year featured a rubber 
front bumper and a chrome rear bumper. 

5. All 300 1953 Corvettes featured Polo White with 
red interior and black convertible top 

6. The corvette was named after a small type of 
highly-maneuverable warship called corvette. 
The name was suggested by Myron Scott. 

7. 1982 No Manuel transmission available even by 
special order. 

8. 1975.  The option would later return in 1986


