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PRELUDE      Bless The Lord, Oh My Soul                 R. Makeever 

CONFESSION 

We gather in the name of the Father and the ☩ Son and the Holy 

Spirit. Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

O God, have mercy, for against you and you alone, have we 

sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take 

away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast 

spirit. Do not cast us away but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 

restore within us the joy of your saving grace. Amen 

By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ and by his 

authority you are forgiven the entirety of your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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HYMN                                                      Here I Am, Lord 

 



GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft 

us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth 

and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING EZEKIEL 17:22-24 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s 

royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the 

location of the holy temple. 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty 

top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the 

topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 

mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order 

that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will 

nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall 

know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the 

low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  



PSALMODY                       92:1-4, 12-15 

Tone 

 

      1It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD, 

  to sing praise to your name, | O Most High; 

 2to herald your love | in the morning 

  and your faithful- | ness at night; 

 3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre, 

  and to the melody | of the harp. 

 4For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD; 

  and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands.   

 12The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree, 

  and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon. 

 13Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD 

  shall flourish in the courts | of our God; 

 14they shall still bear fruit | in old age; 

  they shall be | green and succulent; 

 15that they may show how up- | right the LORD is, 

  my rock, in whom there is | no injustice.  

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-17 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 

perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ 

are now in God’s new creation. 

A reading from second Corinthians. 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are 

at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by 

faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we 

are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of 

us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 

receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 



good or evil. 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to 

persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope 

that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 

commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity 

to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast 

in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside 

ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For 

the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that 

those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 

died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, we regard no 

one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 

from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new! 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
  



GOSPEL READING                                        MARK 4:26-35 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images 

of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 4th chapter. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 

seed on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the 

seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 

the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 

sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30He also said, “With what can 

we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 
31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 33With many 

such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 

everything in private to his disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 
  



HYMN                                                                All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess what we believe:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
The assisting minister prays the petition., The congregation responds to the petitions that end 

“Lord in your mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you 

thanks” with: “Thanks be to God” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed 

by a congregational “Amen.” 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God. 

Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

MEAL 

SHARING THE PEACE  

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

ANTHEM    Finish What He Started           B. Milard, M. Scheuchzer,  

  N. Cochran, R. Shaffer, B. 

Graul, D. Garcia, B. Grober 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 

faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are 

signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and 

nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and 

in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed … unending hymn. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
  



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy God … endures forever. Your mercy endures forever.  

By your promise … endures forever. Your mercy endures forever.  

By your promise … endures forever. Your mercy endures forever. 

By your promise … mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Send your Holy Spirit … now and forever. Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

COMMUNION INVITATION 

This is the banquet of the Lord. Come for all things are ready.  

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and 

I shall be healed. 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All baptized Christians are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a 

gluten-free host. Grape juice is available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do 

not or choose not to partake of the sacrament today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please 

indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest in the form of an X. 



COMMUNION HYMN            LAMB OF GOD 

 

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION  

For those on zoom or not receiveing the sacrament. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

I believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

I am baptized into your death and resurrection. 

I seek you daily and worship and adore you. 

Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and wine, 

I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you always have, 

through Confession and Forgiveness, 

through the proclamation of your holy Word, 

and through the prayers of your people;  

that I may remain united to you 

by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. 

Let me receive you and be nourished by your abundant grace.  

Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 

the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, 

a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 

and solace in the hour of my death. 

Return us all, Lord Jesus, to your Holy Table when this is over. 

I pray all this, trusting that you are my life, 

my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen 



COMMUNION HYMN    Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty 

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through 

this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, 

that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, 

now and forever. Amen 

SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. And the blessings of God, 

Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit be upon you wherever you go. Amen 

 

 

 



HYMN                              Let All Things Now Living 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

 

NOTES 

• Thank you to Martin Smith, Linda Hilliard, the youth and our folk group for the 

beautiful music this morning. 

• Thank you to all of our worship assistants. 

• LUNCH BUNCH: Thursday, June 17th at 12:30pm, Sadler’s Ordinary,                  

61 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT. All women of St. Mark are welcome! 

Please contact Carol Weber, Phone: 860-214-0048; Email: penguin10@comcast.net 

by Monday, June 14th. 

• Please note that Pastor will be on vacation from Monday, June 14 – Thursday, June 

17th. If you are in need of anything, please contact Ronald Kraatz, Council President  

at 860-922-0581. 

• There will be a memorial service for Ron Strine in our Memorial Garden on Friday, 

June 25th at 11:00am. Members of Saint Mark are welcome to attend. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Tuesday, June 15  9:00am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday, June 16  7:00pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday, June 17  9:00am  Morning Prayer 

12:30pm   Lunch Bunch 

7:00pm   GPS Leaders Meeting 

Sunday, June 20  9:00am  Service of the Word via Zoom 

Father’s Day  

     

  

Parts of the Liturgy used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #SAS025154, 

One License # A-721348, CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450 

mailto:penguin10@comcast.net


 

 

 

Please bring your own chairs and masks. Social distancing is encouraged.  

Please check your email or our website for cancellations. 

Protocol for Outdoor Worship Summer 2021 

In the event of rain, outdoor services will become Zoom services. Whenever possible the 

decision to cancel an outdoor service will be made by 7:00 PM the day before the 

service.(i.e. Saturday)  

• Members must provide their own chairs. (If you don’t have a lawn chair, please contact 

Dottie or the church office). • Social distancing is encouraged.  

• Bulletins will be placed on a table for members to pick up prior to the start of the service. 

Members are encouraged to be responsible and take bulletins with them after worship or 

dispose of them in the church recycling bin. 

 • An offering plate will be available on a table for use before/after worship.  

• Masks will be required for those not vaccinated and suggested for all when singing.  

• The sharing of the peace may be done with physical contact that is comfortable for each 

individual.  

• Communion will be offered in a continuous line.  

Congregants should offer an open palm into which Pastor Hoffman will place a host. 

Members are asked to take several steps past Pastor, before consuming the host. The wine 

will be available in disposable glasses spread out in the communion trays. Again, after the 

glass is removed, please take several steps beyond the assistant before consuming the wine. 

The empty cups may then be placed in a basket which will be available for this purpose. 

The glasses will be filled and disposed of by a person wearing a mask. 

 

Sundays at 9:00am on the Church Lawn 

June 13th 

June 27th 

July 11th 

July 18th 

August 8th 

August 22nd 


