
An Honor You Don’t Want
By Dr. R. Pletsch

The Espinosa family of Laredo, TX,  Gee family of Sacramento,
CA,  Hoover family of Salt Lake City, Utah, Knaus family of
Knoxville, TN, Lopez family of Riverside, CA, McCollum family of
Bondurant, WY, Merola family of Rancho Cucamonga, CA, Nikoui
family of Norco, CA, Page family of Red Oak, Iowa,  Pichardo family
of Lawrence, Mass.,  Sanchez family of Logansport, IN,  Schmitz
family of St. Louis, MO and  Soviak family of Berlin Heights, OH
recently became members of a very exclusive association -- Gold
Star Families. 

While it is a great honor, no one wants to be a member. The
thirteen families had family members who died at the airport in

Kabul when terrorists attacked. They also killed 160 Afghans. Eighteen other members
of the  US military were injured. 
   This association started during WWI. Many of us reading this have known people
who lost their lives in WWII, Korea, VietNam and the Middle East conflicts. Those old
enough are sure to remember the Gold Star Families that were relatives, friends and
neighbors. Basically, families who had  a member in the military put a flag in their
window with a number of stars showing those away serving in the armed forces. You
might remember this from the scene in Saving Private Ryan where the minister came
to inform the mom of her three sons' deaths.
   Once a family was informed, they would place a gold star over the original star to
indicate to all that one of theirs had lost their life in service to the country. It is a sign
for people to know that in their home, they are suffering from grief, along with pride. 
   This Sunday is Gold Star Mothers Day. It reminds us of the pain and suffering of
those at home that got the message sometimes a month later, sometimes from thou-
sands of miles away. Many of our churches have memorials listing those who died.
You might find them especially for WWII, when 12% of our families had servicemen.
   Now we have only 1%. If you have family or friends that died in the military, it would
be a very nice thing to let that family know that you are still grateful, or even visit the
cemetery. Many of our students have never heard of this. It is something of which they
should be aware. 


