
Chapter 3:  The Holy Spirit Will  

Influence Your Conscience 

"But according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 

regenera8on and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on 

us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior." (Tit. 3:5,6)  

 

  

We have an example of the Holy Spirit convic>ng some as they heeded 

the preaching of the Gospel:  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 

assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 

and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall 

we do?” Acts 2:36 

With the understanding that the Holy 
Spirit operates upon the heart of the 
sinner to convict, we proceed to 
inves>gate the Bible meaning of 
convic>on.

HOLY 
SPIRIT



 

Romans 5:17,18 says “For if by the one man’s offense death reigned 

through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and 

of the giO of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all 

men, resul8ng in condemna8on, even so through one Man’s righteous 

act the free giO came to all men, resul8ng in jus8fica8on of life.” 

The absolute necessity of convic>on and conversion is clearly set forth 

in the New Testament; man cannot be saved un>l he turns from his sins.  

"Unless you are converted and become as liSle children, you will by no 

means enter the kingdom of heaven." (MaQ. 18:3)  

Man is a sinner; his sins have come between 
him and God; by sin man lost that primal 
state and rela>on with God, Christ came to 
earth to reestablish that broken rela>onship; 
his work was to redeem and restore, to bring 
man back to his former state and rela>on 
with God. Christ's mission presupposes a 
disturbance in the rela>onship between God 
and man, a disloca>on and a degeneracy 
through apostasy. Man is lost; he needs a 
Savior. He must be convicted and converted 
to God.  



 

can not fellowship sin; hence, from the nature of man in his sinful 

condi>on and the nature of God in his holiness, we view the necessity 

of conversion.  

 

These Chris>ans at Thessalonica turned first from their sins and idolatry 

and then turned unto God; they were converted. There are three 

important and basic changes wrought in conversion.  

So long as man loves the pleasures of sin and 

con>nues in the prac>ce of sin, he cannot be 

saved. The necessity of convic>on and 

conversion lies partly in man and partly in 

God. Man is depraved by sin and cannot 

have fellowship with God in such a 

condi>on.  God’s nature is such that he

Conversion is a turning about; it is turning 
from sin and turning to God; there is a 
turning from some-thing and a turning to 
God in conversion. Paul wrote: "For they 
themselves declare concerning us what 
manner of entry we had to you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God.” (1 Thess. 1:9)



There is a necessity for purifica>on of the heart. Peter wrote: “Since you 

have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere 

love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.”  (1 

Pet. 1:22) 

 

By faith the heart is purified. The second change that is wrought in 

conversion is the change of life; this is done by repentance. "But unless 

you repent you will all likewise perish." (Luke 13:5) The goodness of God 

leads to repentance, and godly sorrow precedes repentance.  

The life is not changed un>l it ceases to love and prac>ce sin. A 

repentance brings about a change in mind and results in a reforma>on 

of life.  



What part has the Holy Spirit in these two changes?  

How The Holy Spirit Converts 

Two of the func>ons of the Holy Spirit is to convict and convert sinners. 

“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; 

for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I 

will send Him to you.  And when He has come, He will convict the world 

of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:	of sin because they do not 

believe in Me, of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see 

Me no more;  of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.” 

John 16:7 

How The Holy Spirit Convicts 

It has been observed that the Holy Spirit in the redemp>on of man uses 

the truth of God. The Holy Spirit and the word of God are never 

separate in conversion and sanc>fica>on.  

While there is no conversion without the Holy Spirit, there is no 

opera>on of the Holy Spirit in conversion independent of God's word.  



 

No one can come to God who is not converted; no one can come to God 

except the Holy Spirit brings him. How does the Holy Spirit bring people 

to God? "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws 

him; and I will raise him up at the last day.   It is wriSen in the prophets, 

‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore, everyone who has heard 

and learned from the Father comes to Me." (John 6: 44,45)  

They must be taught of God before they can come to Him; they must be 

taught by the Holy Spirit in order to come to God; the Holy Spirit uses 

the gospel or the truth of God in teaching people.  The gospel is 

declared to be the power of God unto salva>on. "For I am not ashamed 

of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salva8on for 

everyone who believes." (Rom. 1:16)  

Again emphasizing further the use of the word of God in conversion, 

James wrote: "Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, 

that we might be a kind of firsYruits of His creatures.” (James 1:18)  



Peter emphasizes the same thought when he wrote: "Having been born 

again, not of corrup8ble seed but incorrup8ble, through the word of 

God which lives and abides forever." (1 Pet. 1:23)  

From these Scriptures we learn that "Now this is the word which by the 

gospel was preached to you." (1 Pet. 1:25) It is clear that the Holy Spirit 

always operates upon the heart of the sinner in conversion through the 

truth, and that truth is the gospel. 

 



Chapter 3 test:  The Holy Spirit Will Influence Your 
Conscience 

1. "But according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
____________ of _________________ and ______________ of 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior." (Tit. 3:5,6) 
Washing – regenera>on – renewing 

2. Why do men and women need “regenera>on?” 
To have a rela>onship with God  

3. What does this verse mean:  "Unless you are converted and 
become as liSle children, you will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven." (MaQ. 18:3) 
Must be innocent like a child 

4. What is conviction? 
Cut to the heart/conscience 

5. What is conversion? 
Turning about 

6. What does the Holy Spirit use in teaching people? 
Gospel or truth of God 


