[Date]

Administrator Lisa Jackson

Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson,

[Group/Organization] respectfully requests that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) immediately initiate a section 404(c) process pursuant to 33 U.S.C. § 1344(c) to prohibit specification of those waters of the United States associated with the development of the Pebble Mine in Alaska’s Bristol Bay as disposal sites for dredged or fill material.

[Describe your group/organization’s mission, members, interests]   We write today to ask you to use all the tools at your disposal to protect a sport fishing and hunting destination that is unrivaled in America and perhaps the world, for this and future generations of sportsmen and women.

The vast Bristol Bay watershed in southwestern Alaska is one of the most wild and productive ecosystems in Alaska. It supports a robust tourism and recreation industry which is second only to commercial fishing in regional economic importance. Bristol Bay contains the world’s greatest sockeye salmon fishery and the region’s lakes and rivers support trophy-class rainbow trout and a vigorous sport fishing industry that attracts anglers from around the world. More than 70 sport fishing lodges and hundreds of sport fishing guides operate in Bristol Bay and the adjacent coast of Cook Inlet.  Sport- fishing contributes $166 million to the regional economy each year and as many as 1200 jobs. In addition, the Bristol Bay watershed’s abundant caribou, moose, bear, and other wildlife support a multi-million dollar sport hunting and wildlife viewing industry.  Despite the remote nature of the region and the costs associated with traveling to it, on a yearly basis up to 65,000 visitors come to Bristol Bay for recreational opportunities to fish, hunt, and view wildlife. 

The proposed Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska poses numerous significant and potentially long-lasting threats to the region.  The Pebble deposit is a vast deposit of copper, gold and molybdemum located beneath the headwaters of the Kvichak and Nushagak Rivers in Bristol Bay, Alaska.  If built, the Pebble mine would be one of the largest in the world and cause irreparable harm to the unique fish and wildlife populations that thrive in Bristol Bay. The proposed mine developers, a consortium of British and Canadian companies called the Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), have not released final mine plans, but based on descriptions submitted with their 2006 water rights application and current PLP mineral deposit estimates, the proposed Pebble mine complex would cover some 54.5 square miles. Pebble could produce as much as 10 billion tons of mine waste including sulfuric acid, heavy metals and possibly cyanide that will have to be treated in perpetuity.  Up to 60 miles of fish bearing streams and rivers could be dewatered. Any release of this waste into surface or groundwater has the potential to damage Bristol Bay’s salmon and rainbow trout populations as well as the people who depend on them.

The EPA has the authority and an unprecedented opportunity to protect the fish, wildlife and people of Bristol Bay from large scale industrial mining.  By exercising its Clean Water Act Section 404(c) authority the EPA will safeguard this unique and valuable habitat and the health of local people.  The [Organization] joins the majority of region’s residents opposing Pebble mine and strongly encourages the EPA to immediately initiate 404c.
Sincerely,

Organization or Company Name

Your Name

Your Title

City, State

Cc: 
Senator Mark Begich, United States Senate

Senator Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate
Governor Sean Parnell, Alaska Governor
